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What is

GPRS stands for General Packet Radio Service, and is a relatively

low cost technology that offers packet-based radio service and allows data or

infonnation to be Isentand receive~ across mobile telephone networks. Designed

to supplement the existing mobile technologies, like GSM, COMA,and TDMA

etc.

G PRS provides a permanent connection where information can be sent or
received immediately as the need arises, subject to radio coverage. No dial-

up modem connection is necessary. THIS IS WHY GPRS USERS ARE
SOMETIMES REFERRED TO BE AS BEING ANYTIME-ANYWHERE

"ALWAYS CONNECTED". THE GPRS TARIFF STRUCTURE IS BASED
ON A FIXED COST, DEPENDENT ON THE QUANTITY OF DATA

REQUIRED. IN OTHER WORDS CUSTOMERS WILL BE ABLE TO FIX
THEIR OPERATING COSTS WITHOUT THE CONCERNS OF VARIABLE

BILLING.

At present circuit
switching technique
like your telephone
line, in order to send
or receive emails,
transfer files or
browse WAP/Web
sites. it is first
necessary to make a
'data' call. The call is
answered by a modem

or an ISDN adapter
owned either by the
network operator
itself (such as BT
Cellnet) or by an
Internet Service
Provider (ISP). Next
the caller is
'authenticated' by
giving a user ID and
password and then

assigned an Internet
address by the ISP or
opetator. The whole
process can take up to
sixty seconds or more
and even at the end of
this procedure the
connection is slow -
normally a mere 9.6
Kbit/s.

With packet switching technique GPRS. there is no call. Once
the handset is powered on. Qy pressing a button the user is

connected directly to the Internet. The link is only broken when
the handset is turned off :. hence GPRS is known as an 'always

on' connection. The fact that the link is continuous has one
maj or benefit.
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