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Albert Schweitzer (1876-1965)

When, in 1939, it became clear that a Second \Vorld War was
coming, Schweitzer cut short a visit to his wife and young daughter in
Europe. He returned to spend the war years at Lambarene (in Gabon in
Africa), under more and more difficult conditions.

From then until his death in 1965 honours were showered upon
him by many nations. The greatest of these was the Noble Peace Prize

" which he won in 1952.' This money helped to build a hospital for leprosy
patients. He was still at work in Lambarene when he died at the age of
ninety. His grave is there.

Was this great and good man ever sorry that he had left his home to
fight the disease and backwardness of Africa? Was it worth the sacrifice
for one example of brotherly love?

Albert Schweitzer thought it was. He wrote: "I am nothing else but
somebody who does what is natural. The natural, however, is loving
kindness.
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Albert Schweitzer (1876-1965)

Quand , en 1939, il s'est avere que la 2e Guerre Mondiale allait
eclater, Schweitzer dut abreger la visite qu'il rendait a sa femme et a sa
jeune fille en Europe. II retourna a Lambarene ( au Gabon, en Afrique)

pour y passer les annees de guerre, dans des conditions devenues de plus 8
en plus difficiles ...

Depuis ce temps-la etjusqu'a sa mort en 1965, it fut comble par les
honneurs qui lui ont ete accordes par beaucoup de pays . Le plus grand
fut Ie Prix Nobel de la paix qu'il obtint en 1952 et dont l'argent servit a la
construction d'un h6pital pour les l~preux . II travaillait encorea
Lambarene quand il mourut a l'age de 90 ans. C'est la qu'est sa tombe.

Ce bon et grand homme a-t-il jamais regrette d'avoir quitte sa
patrie pour combattre les maladies et Ie sous-developpement en Afrique?
Cet exemple d'amour fraternel meritait-il donc un tel sacrifice? Pour
Albert Schweitzer certainement ille meritait..~Je ne fais den d'autre, a-t-

il ecrit, que vivre selon la nature. La nature, apres tout, c'est la bonte
pleine d'amour ."'''''
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